	INFORMATIONAL WRITING CHECKLIST

THIRD GRADE
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	Standard:

	Georgia Performance Standard: English/Language Arts 3rd Grade, Writing 

(GPS ELA3W1)


	Criteria/Performance Indicators


	Introducing
	Practicing
	Achieving

	Prewrites 
	
	
	

	· Captures reader’s interest 
	
	
	

	· Sustains focus 
	
	
	

	· Sustains a purpose
	
	
	

	· Sustains a point of view
	
	
	

	· Uses clear and appropriate writer’s voice (writer’s ability to express personality in language for a particular audience, purpose)
	
	
	

	· Creates well-developed introduction, body, and conclusion
	
	
	

	· Sustains use of interesting language
	
	
	

	· Descriptive language
	
	
	

	· Technical vocabulary
	
	
	

	· Sensory details
	
	
	

	Selects a focus and organizational pattern based on
	
	
	

	· Purpose (to describe, explain, instruct, persuade, retell information, explore and maintain relationships with others)
	
	
	

	· Genre
	
	
	

	· Audience
	
	
	

	· Length of text appropriate to address the topic
	
	
	


	Criteria/Performance Indicators


	Introducing
	Practicing
	Achieving

	Uses organizational patterns for conveying information
	
	
	

	· Clear and appropriate organizational pattern with strong introduction, body, and conclusion
	
	
	

	· Uses specific strategies
	
	
	

	· Cause and effect
	
	
	

	· Similarity and difference
	
	
	

	· Questions and answers
	
	
	

	· Groups related ideas consistently
	
	
	

	· Includes relevant
	
	
	

	· Examples
	
	
	

	· Facts
	
	
	

	· Anecdotes
	
	
	

	· Details appropriate to audience
	
	
	

	Uses appropriate structures to ensure coherence
	
	
	

	· Graphic features
	
	
	

	· Bullets
	
	
	

	· Numbering
	
	
	

	· Bold print
	
	
	

	· Font size
	
	
	

	· Headings and sub-headings
	
	
	

	· Captions
	
	
	

	Uses a variety of resources to research and share information on a topic (may paraphrase relevant information from source materials)
	
	
	

	· Encyclopedia
	
	
	

	· Internet
	
	
	

	· Books
	
	
	

	· Magazines
	
	
	

	Publishes by presenting an edited piece of writing to others (i.e., sharing orally, hallway display, portfolio entry)
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