	EXPOSITORY WRITING CHECKLIST
SIXTH GRADE
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	Standard:

	Georgia Performance Standard: English/Language Arts 6th Grade, 
Writing 2
(GPS ELA6W2)


	Criteria/Performance Indicators


	Introducing
	Practicing
	Achieving

	Engages the reader
	
	
	

	· Establishes a context and develops a reader’s interest by creating a lead (a question, interesting fact, anecdote/narrative, quote, etc.)
	
	
	

	· Creates a speaker’s voice that is lively or authoritative
	
	
	

	· Uses a statement as the main idea or topic sentence
	
	
	

	· Uses engaging language and varied sentences
	
	
	

	Creates a fully-developed, multi-paragraph nonfiction essay based on elements b – g of the 6th grade expository composition standard (W2) by creating an organizing structure appropriate to
	
	
	

	· Purpose
	
	
	

	· Explanation
	
	
	

	· Description
	
	
	

	· Comparison and contrast
	
	
	

	· Problem and solution
	
	
	

	· Audience
	
	
	

	· Context (circumstances)
	
	
	

	Establishes an organizational structure that
	
	
	

	· Develops a controlling idea that conveys a perspective on a subject
	
	
	

	· Uses clear, complete descriptions and/or explanations to develop controlling idea
	
	
	

	· Blends personal experience and knowledge to inform reader about the topic
	
	
	


	Criteria/Performance Indicators


	Introducing
	Practicing
	Achieving

	· Develops supporting facts and details appropriate to topic by using strategies such as
	
	
	

	· Providing facts, details
	
	
	

	· Describing the subject
	
	
	

	· Narrating a relevant anecdote
	
	
	

	· Excludes extraneous/inappropriate information
	
	
	

	· Selects organizational pattern for the type of composition
	
	
	

	· Creates detailed summary linked to conclusion
	
	
	

	Conventions
	
	
	

	· Uses a variety of sentence
	
	
	

	· Lengths
	
	
	

	· Structures
	
	
	

	· Beginnings
	
	
	

	· Uses simple, complex, and compound sentences with correct punctuation including the correct use of 
	
	
	

	· Prepositions
	
	
	

	· Conjunctions
	
	
	

	· Interjections
	
	
	

	· Incorporates use of correct mechanics to promote clarity
	
	
	

	· Commas (appositives, words in direct address, compound sentences, complex sentences)
	
	
	

	· Semi-colons
	
	
	

	· Paragraph indentions
	
	
	

	· Apostrophes
	
	
	

	· Quotation marks
	
	
	

	· Eliminates fragments and run-ons
	
	
	

	· Uses correct standard English spelling when writing, revising, and editing
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