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Essential Question: How can poor students achieve in schools?

Anticipation/Reaction Guide

1. Researches in high poverty schools have shown that students can achieve high academic performance.

2. Teaching practices can mitigate the impact of poverty remains controversial.

3. Demographic characteristics do not determine academic performance

4. No single instructional intervention can “cause” a particular achievement result.

5. There are consistent associations between some classroom strategies and student achievement in a wide variety of test and subjects.

6. High Performance Schools have a common set of behaviors exhibited by the leaders and teachers.

7. The focus on academic achievement is seen by the display of charts, graphs, and tables that display student achievement information.                                                                                                        

8. It is not how you start here that matters, but how you finish!

9. The focus is on deficiencies in reading and writing.

10.Multiple opportunities are provided to improve performance.

11. The uses of written responses are used to obtain better diagnostic information.

12. Use of single scoring rubric to evaluate student writing and apply this scoring guide to ever piece of written work is a common denominator in high performing schools.

13. Consistent and uniform basis on which student work is to be evaluated.

14. 90/90/90 schools used consistent practice in instruction and assessment.

15. Teacher quality is the most dominant factor in determining student success.

16. Skeptics say. “but our kids are different”.

17. Teacher collaborative meetings have a significant impact.

18. Feedback had a profound impact on student achievement, providing that the feedback was timely, accurate, and specific.

19. Literacy is essential for success in every content area.

20. Educators reported significant improvement in vocabulary and reading comprehension with the implementation of word walls.

21. Effective leaders know that they should seek not to “fix” the person, but rather find a job that best meets the teacher’s ability and background.

22. Effective data analysis involves the comparison of the students to themselves rather than to other groups of students.

23. Great educators use assessment data to make real-time decisions and restructure their teaching accordingly.

24. Successfully schools employ the resources of every adult in the system.

25. Cross-Disciplinary Integration use shows improvement in student’s performance.

26. Schools with the high poverty levels made the greatest gains when they intensively focused on changing schedules, instructional practices, building-level assessment, and leadership.

27. Teacher display proficient and exemplary student work in a highly visible manner.

28. Research is clear that variable in teaching, curriculum, and leadership are more influential over student achievement than intractable variable of poverty, culture, and language.

