	RESEARCH WRITING CHECKLIST

EIGHTH GRADE
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	Standard:

	Georgia Performance Standard: English/Language Arts 8th Grade, 
Writing 2
(GPS ELA8W2)


	Criteria/Performance Indicators


	Introducing
	Practicing
	Achieving

	Engages the reader
	
	
	

	· Establishes a context (refers to a specific set of circumstances at the time or to specific content)
	
	
	

	· Creates a speaker’s voice
	
	
	

	Develops an organized structure
	
	
	

	· Poses relevant and specific questions about the topic
	
	
	

	· Conveys clear and accurate perspective on the subject
	
	
	

	· Defines a thesis (controlling idea)
	
	
	

	· Develops topic and supporting details
	
	
	

	· Includes appropriate facts and details
	
	
	

	· Excludes extraneous/inappropriate information
	
	
	

	· Provides a sense of closure
	
	
	

	Follows the research process
	
	
	

	· Records ideas, concepts, and direct quotations from significant information sources
	
	
	

	· Paraphrases and summarizes all perspectives on the topic 
	
	
	

	· Uses a variety of primary and secondary sources and distinguishes the nature and value of each
	
	
	

	· Organizes and displays information on charts, maps, and graphs
	
	
	

	· Documents sources
	
	
	

	· Bibliography/works cited
	
	
	

	· In-text citations/footnotes
	
	
	

	· Endnotes
	
	
	


	Criteria/Performance Indicators


	Introducing
	Practicing
	Achieving

	 Conventions
	
	
	

	· Uses a variety of sentence
	
	
	

	· Lengths
	
	
	

	· Structures (noun-adjective-adverb clauses and phrases)
	
	
	

	· Beginnings
	
	
	

	· Uses simple, complex, and compound sentences with correct punctuation
	
	
	

	· Incorporates use of correct mechanics to promote clarity
	
	
	

	· Apostrophes
	
	
	

	· Quotation marks (including split dialogue)
	
	
	

	· Commas
	
	
	

	· Semi-colons
	
	
	

	· Paragraph indentions
	
	
	

	· Eliminates fragments and run-ons
	
	
	

	· Uses correct standard English spelling when writing, revising and editing
	
	
	

	· Demonstrates correct agreement of pronoun/antecedent, subject/verb
	
	
	

	· Revises sentences by correcting misplaced and dangling modifiers
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