	NARRATIVE WRITING CHECKLIST
EIGHTH GRADE
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	Standard:

	Georgia Performance Standard: English/Language Arts 8th Grade, 
Writing 2
(GPS ELA8W2)


	Criteria/Performance Indicators
	Introducing
	Practicing
	Achieving

	Engages the reader
	
	
	

	· Establishes plot, setting, and point of view
	
	
	

	· Varied beginnings
	
	
	

	· Standard plot line (introduction, rising action, climax, falling action, resolution)
	
	
	

	· Cohesive devices
	
	
	

	· Sharpened focus
	
	
	

	· Tone and mood
	
	
	

	Creates an organizing structure
	
	
	

	· Appropriate to purpose for writing
	
	
	

	· Reveals the significance of the writer’s attitude about the subject
	
	
	

	· Sustains tone to advance the writer’s purpose
	
	
	

	· Appropriate to audience
	
	
	

	· Sustains audience throughout narrative
	
	
	

	· Sustains a consistent and distinctive voice
	
	
	

	· Establishes story structure 
	
	
	

	· Beginning
	
	
	

	· Middle
	
	
	

	· End
	
	
	

	· Uses dialogue
	
	
	

	· Develops tension/creates suspense
	
	
	


	Criteria/Performance Indicators
	Introducing
	Practicing
	Achieving

	· Creates logical sequence of events
	
	
	

	· Relates a clear, coherent incident using well-chosen details and clear description of actions
	
	
	

	· Eliminates unimportant information/events
	
	
	

	· Includes foreshadowing
	
	
	

	· Uses transitions to link all elements in the story
	
	
	

	· Extends transitions beyond use of traditional words and phrases
	
	
	

	Develops complex major and minor characters
	
	
	

	· Establishes major and minor characters
	
	
	

	· Identifies protagonist and antagonist
	
	
	

	· Uses authentic dialogue to support plot and establish characterization
	
	
	

	· Employs strategies to  increase reader’s knowledge of characterization through:
	
	
	

	· Character’s conversations and expressions
	
	
	

	· Character’s movement and gestures
	
	
	

	· Character traits
	
	
	

	· Character motives
	
	
	

	Includes sensory details and concrete language
	
	
	

	· Varied precise language including
	
	
	

	· Strong nouns
	
	
	

	· Vivid verbs
	
	
	

	· Descriptive adjectives
	
	
	

	· Expanded vocabulary
	
	
	

	· Figurative language
	
	
	

	· Varied sentence structures
	
	
	


	Criteria/Performance Indicators
	Introducing
	Practicing
	Achieving

	Provides a sense of closure
	
	
	

	· Develops new insight
	
	
	

	· Resolves conflict
	
	
	

	· Teaches a lesson
	
	
	

	· Gives an explanation
	
	
	

	Conventions
	
	
	

	· Uses a variety of sentence
	
	
	

	· Lengths
	
	
	

	· Structures (noun-adjective-adverb clauses and phrases)
	
	
	

	· Beginnings
	
	
	

	· Uses simple, complex, and compound sentences with correct punctuation
	
	
	

	· Incorporates use of correct mechanics to promote clarity
	
	
	

	· Apostrophes
	
	
	

	· Quotation marks (including split dialogue)
	
	
	

	· Commas
	
	
	

	· Semi-colons
	
	
	

	· Paragraph indentions
	
	
	

	· Eliminates fragments and run-ons
	
	
	

	· Uses correct standard English spelling when writing, revising, and editing
	
	
	

	· Demonstrates correct agreement of pronoun/antecedent, subject/verb
	
	
	

	· Revises sentences by correcting misplaced and dangling modifiers
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