Key Terms/Concepts

English/Language Arts

8th Grade

CAUTION: The list is intended as a supplementary resource to be used with the Georgia Performance Standards; however, it is neither exclusive nor inclusive.  It a suggested list of terms across strands of the Georgia Performance Standards for the eighth grade.  Italic type signifies words for "teacher use." In other words, these are not terms for students to learn, but they are terms teachers need to consider as they read and implement the standards at this grade level.

Reading and Literature
analyzes
author's use of description

characterization

· antagonist

· emotions

· motivations

· protagonist

· reactions

· traits

conflict

· characters vs. nature

· characters vs. society

· external

· internal 

consumer document

· job application

context clues

cueing systems

· context clues

· phonics

dialogue

etymology

figurative language

· hyperbole

· imagery

· metaphor

· personification

· simile

· symbolism

flow

genre

graphic features

· captions

· diagrams

· graphic organizers

· illustrations
graphics

· capital letters

· line length

historical eras

history of the English Language
identifies

implied 

informational texts

literary texts

main idea

meter

miscue

multi-step instructions
mythology

organizational structures and patterns

· cause and effect

· classification schemes

· comparison and contrast

· logical order

· transitions

prosody

reference skills
· alternate word choices
· meanings

· parts of speech of words

· pronunciations
resolution

rhythm

self-correction strategies

self-monitoring strategies

sensory details

setting

sound

· alliteration

· internal rhyme

· meter

· onomatopoeia

· rhyme scheme

speaker

· first person narration

· third person narration

stated

structural elements of plot

· subplots

· parallel episodes

· climax

supporting details

supporting ideas

textual features

· bibliography

· concluding sentences

· conclusion

· footnotes

· glossary

· index

· introduction

· paragraphs

· topic sentences

theme

tone

· punctuation

· repetition

· rhyme

· rhythm

· sentence structure

· word choice

traditional literature

vocabulary

· Greek affixes

· Latin affixes

· multiple meanings

· paragraph clues

· sentence clues

· word clues

Reading Across the Curriculum

1,000,000 words

author's purpose

content vocabulary

contextural vocabulary

features of disciplinary texts

· charts

· graphs

· highlighted vocabulary

· maps

· photos

fictional text

genre
merits of texts

messages

modes of discourse

technical texts

themes

Writing
arguments

audience

character

· complex 
· major

· minor

citations

closure

coherence

· parallel structure

· transition elements

coherent focus

consistency of ideas

· between paragraphs

· within paragraphs

context

controlling idea

counter-arguments

electronic text

· bulletin boards

· databases

· keyword searches

· e-mail addresses

engages

expository composition

· comparison and contrast

· description

· explanation

· problem and solution

extraneous details

format

format requirements

genre expectations

inappropriate information

inconsistencies

judgment

· analytic

· evaluative

· interpretive

· reflective

length

main idea

manuscripts

narrative

· experimental

· fictional

· personal

organizational pattern

organizational structure

organized and relevant evidence

perspective

persuasive essay

plagiarism

point of view

proposal

proposition

purpose

research

· bibliography

· footnotes

· endnotes

response to literature

Rules of Standard English

sense of closure

sensory details and concrete language

· descriptive adjectives

· specific narrative action

· varied sentence structures

· vivid verbs

speaker's voice

story development

· cohesive devices

· sharpened focus

· standard plot line

· varied beginnings

support

· anecdotes

· descriptions

· facts and statistics

· specific examples

technical writing

· application essays

· business correspondence

· job applications

· resumes

· web pages

technology

· computer networks

· modems 

topic sentence

transition

types of products

· compositions

· graphic organizers

· power point presentations

· projects

writing process

· prewriting

· drafting (develop)

· revising (revise)

· editing (evaluate)

writing strategies

· dialogue

· expanded vocabulary

· expressions

· figurative language

· flashback

· foreshadowing

· gestures

· mood

· movement

· suspense

· tone

writing structures

· cause and effect

· chronological order

· posing and answering a question

· similarity and difference
Conventions
comma and semicolon usage

· clarity

· complex sentences

· compound sentences

· compound-complex sentences

· split-dialogue

conventions

final drafts

fragments

modifiers

· dangling

· misplaced

pronouns

· declines

· case

· gender

run-ons

sentence

· direct object

· predicate adjective

· predicate noun (predicate nominative)

· subject

· verb

spelling rules and patterns

structure

· clauses and phrases

· noun-adjective-verb

· sentence parts

types of sentences

· complex

· compound

· compound-complex

· simple

usage

Listening, Speaking, and Viewing

changes in delivery 

· expression

· gestures

· pace

· tone

· visuals

dramatic effect

dramatic interpretations

group decision-making techniques

· brainstorming

· problem-solving sequence



recognizes problem



defines problem



identifies possible solutions



selects optimal solution



implements solution

 

evaluates solution

paraphrasing

relevant questions

rubrics

verbal interactions

· student-to-student

· student-to-teacher

visual image makers

· graphic artists

· illustrators

· news photographers

