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Annotations for Persuasive Paper 2
Rater’s Response

	Line #
	Commentary

	Entire paper
	Identify the appropriate punctuation for a business letter and make corrections to the salutation and closing.

	2 – 15

(paragraphs 1 and 2)
	An important part of persuasion is to present a convincing argument by speaking with a convincing voice.  Revise these paragraphs to remove the “I think” and “I believe” statements.  Instead, tell the network president that he should not take the program off the air.  Also, paragraph 2 contains three reasons why Tom and Jerry should remain on the air, but these reasons need supporting details.  Think about how to restructure the paper using these reasons with thorough support.

	16 – 20

(paragraph 3)
	This paragraph provides support for the second reason given in paragraph 2 (“brings happiness and joy”) Combine the details in this paragraph with that sentence to revise the paper.

	21 – 14

(conclusion)
	This concluding paragraph sounds awkward, but the writer’s desire to keep the show is stated in the comparison of taking the show away to taking a gift away.  Consider revising the conclusion to state the two sentences clearly, but keep the comparison!


Teaching Tips:
This paper can be used for several activities:

1) Because the student makes some very obvious and common mechanical errors, this would be a good paper to use when leading a discussion about proofreading and editing.  Students will quickly find the errors in capitalization, spelling, and punctuation. This activity could be combined with one of the following suggestions.

2) This paper shows how a writer can identify some logical supporting ideas for a controlling idea but fail to thoroughly support those ideas.  Have students use the handout on the next page to identify the major supporting reasons as the paper is read aloud. Then, have them restructure the paper around the major supporting reasons.

3) A third way to use this paper is to look for signs of “style.”  Two ways to improve style are word choice and voice.  Look at the rater’s commentary about paragraphs 2 and 3.  Have students change the “I think” and “I believe” statements convincing statements to improve the writer’s voice.  Suggest that students look at the two examples of simile and metaphor in the paper: 

Simile:  “Watching it is as good as eating a gigantic bowl of ice cream when you have your tonsils taken out.”

Metaphor: “And I think by taking this show off TV is one of the best gifts being taken away.”

Have students suggest how they would rewrite the metaphor to correct the sentence structure but keep the metaphor.  Then, ask students to write two more examples of simile or metaphor that could be used in this paper or a paper of their own choice. 

“Tom and Jerry” Persuasive Writing Activity

1.  As this paper is read aloud, record the major supporting reasons given by the author in one of the three columns below:

	Reason #1
	Reason #2
	Reason #3

	
	
	

	Supporting Details:
	Supporting Details:
	Supporting Details:

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


(List additional details on the back  of this page if you need more room.)
2.  After you have identified the reasons give by the author, look for supporting details within the current paper and list them under the appropriate reason.  Remember that the details may not be located near the major reason they support.  Reorder the details in the chart above so that they are in the correct column.
3.  Add supporting details of your own to give more information for each of the 3 reasons listed by the author.   Remember that giving reasons is only one way to develop support. Consider using facts, examples, anecdotes (stories) to explain why the reason stated is important.

4.  Form triads (groups of 3 people) and divide the reasons so that each person will be assigned one of the paragraphs to write.  Then, combine your paragraphs and use parts of the original author’s introduction and conclusion if you can.   If not, write a better introduction or conclusion, but be sure they match the “reason” paragraphs your group has written. Be sure to use the letter format correctly.
Dear, President





Mr. President, i’ve heard you have taken one of my favorite shows off; Tom and Jerry.  I don’t understand why but I don’t think it was a great idea.  Believe it or not Mr. President, more people watch the show than you know it.  Let me give you a few reasons why I don’t think it should be taken of the air.


	One reason I don’t think you should take it off is because it is one of the greatest cartoons ever in my opinion.  It has been around for a while but that is because so many people love it.  Also it brings happiness and joy to anybody who watches it including me.  And most of the time it will just make you burst out laughing.  My final reason is that it always keeps people wondering what will happen next and if you just cancel it without even one more show to explain what happens in the end that would not make the viewers any more happy.


	Everytime I watch the show it brings a smile to my face.  Even when I am not in a good mood or mad at something or someone, I could just watch Tom and Jerry and it cheers me up.  Watching it is as good as eating a gigantic bowl of ice cream when you have your tonsils taken out.


	Even though you may not bring the show back on the air I just wanted to let you know that there are a lot of people who watch the show and love it just as much as I do.  And I think by taken this show off TV is one of the best gifts being taken away.





	From:
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