1.
5.

10.

15.

20.

25.

30.

Annotations for Persuasive Paper 5
Rater’s Response

	Line #
	Commentary

	Entire Paper
	This paper is an example of a student who “switches” genre.  The student is aware of the prompt’s task statement, but he chooses to tell a story (narrative writing) rather than using persuasive writing techniques such as giving reasons, ideas, facts, or examples to support a controlling idea.  However, the student does tell a complete story in which a class pet is chosen and there is a clear, strong voice. The reader senses this student’s personality and point of view. To improve the paper, the student can keep the narrative, but he needs to “clean up” the details and be sure the reader understands his own personal preference for “class pet.”


Teaching Tips:

This paper is an example of a writer responding to a persuasive prompt using narrative.  While students at the 5th grade level need to understand clearly the differences in informational, persuasive, and narrative writing, it is often the case that students will “blend” the genre.  This student’s teacher has a choice to make: to ask the student to rewrite the paper in the persuasive mode, or to guide the student to embed pieces of this narrative in a persuasive letter to convince the reader about his own personal choice for class pet.  Clearly, the teacher’s decision must be based on knowledge of the student as a writer.  Likewise, teachers who use this sample paper need to do so based on their students’ needs and could use the paper in one of two ways:

Suggestion #1:

1)  Remind students of the differences in persuasive and narrative writing.  Use the questions from Dr. Belita Gordon’s workshop (listed on page 4) to help them clarify their definition of each genre.  
2) Have students listen to or read along with you as you read the paper aloud.  After reading the paper, have students discuss the characteristics of narrative and persuasive writing. Then, have them decide, 
“Is this a narrative paper or a persuasive paper?”  They can discuss this orally or write a response in their writing folder/response journal.  
Suggestion #2 (more advanced students or students who clearly understand the difference in genre)
1) Explain to students that sometimes good writers use a story or anecdote as part of their persuasive writing.  Tell them that this is often the case in an editorial article in the newspaper and in a sermon at church.  Also, explain that telling a story to make a point is often a good way to convince the reader because he will remember the story as well as the point the writer is making.

2)  Show the students a good example of a narrative that makes the point. One possible example might be one of Aesop’s Fables, or a picture book like My Brother Dan’s Delicious by Steven Layne.  After giving students that example, have them evaluate the use of narrative in paper #5.  Use the questions below to guide your discussion:


a. How could the writer combine the first two paragraphs, lines 1 – 5, to include a controlling idea?

    that clearly states his own position about the class pet?


b. Review paragraphs 3, 4, 5, and 6, lines 6 - 24. (Briefly include an explanation about the


    writer’s problem with paragraph indentations.) Which details in this part of his story add to the 
    need choose a hamster? Which details/sentences are not necessary to understanding the story or 
    to clearly explain why the hamster should be class pet?


c. Do you think the writer should improve the conclusion, lines 25 – 27?  Why, or why not?

Dr. Belita Gordon’s Questions to Define Genre

Narration:

What happened?

Why is it worth sharing?

What is significant?

or

Why is the story important?  Interesting?
Persuasion:

What do you want?

Why should I give it to you?

or

What do you believe?

Why should I agree with you?

Information:

What do you know?

How can I make sure I understand as much as you do?

Sequence of Ideas:

Connect new to know comparision
	In my class we all wanted a pet.  Mrs. Smith said we should have a vote, so we did.


There are 30 students.  There was a 3-way-tie between a snake, a turtle, and a guinea pig.  We didn’t have a single clue as what to do about a 3-way-tie.  


A few weeks later Sally and I got together.  I asked Mrs. Smith, what about a hamster.  She thought it was a great idea.  I told her I had 19 that were free.  The whole class thought it would be a great idea except 2.


Adam and Sharnee. the most popular boy and girl in school.  Instead of a hamster they wanted a toy poodle or a ferret.


The Jones twins wouldn’t want a hamster because they said they smell like poo, look like someone shocked them when they don’t bath, and are extremely noisy.  Everyone laughed when they said they look like someone shocked them when they don’t bath because they can picture it in their minds.


The Jones twins let them finally have a hamster.  The class named him Chester.  


All of the children had a different job like feeding him, giving him water, cleaning his cage, and more.  


Soon the class wanted another hamster, but the hamster got loose the day we were going to get another one (so he wouldn’t get lonely.) They looked everywhere in book bags, desk, and behind babys, anywhere a hamster could hide.  They didn’t even think about Adam and Sharnee at the time.  Week after week they searched for the poor little hamster.


Till one day Sally thought about Adam and Sharnee.  They were busted.  So that is how we got a class pet.


Oh Adam and Sharnee got into big trouble, but that’s another story.
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