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Annotations for Persuasive Paper 4
Rater’s Response

	Line #
	Commentary

	Entire paper
	This paper is an example of a common mistake young writers make.  The student read the prompt about “class pet,” and then, he proceeded to “list” several pets he might choose.  The teacher needs to address the prewriting step of the writing process and explain that the student needs to focus on one controlling idea.  At times, a “list” paper may be effective, but young writers would struggle to maintain a clear focus with more than one choice for a classroom pet


Teaching Tip:
Use this paper as a way to help students see the importance of the prewriting step.  They usually understand brainstorming, but they often don’t narrow their topic and make a choice.  A fun way to improve this list paper is to make it a class contest using the following procedure:

1. Display or announce the writing prompt for “class pet.”

2.  Ask students to listen to this paper.  Before you read the paper, tell them to listen for the pets mentioned in the paper and the reasons given for having those pets as “class pet.”

3.  After you read the paper record on the board student responses about the 3 pets mentioned and the reasons the pets should be chosen.  Then, explain what the rater said about the paper and that writing list papers will cause them to make a lower score in ideas and organization on a state writing test.

4.  Ask students to choose one of the three pets that they think would make the best class pet.  Form the students into three groups, one for each pet mentioned in the paper.  Have the groups work together 

to list the details from the paper about that pet and to add details they think might convince the teacher to select the pet as “class pet.”  Have students either write their ideas in a paragraph, or list their ideas on a chart or PowerPoint and make a presentation to the class.  

5.  After the presentation, students can vote for the best pet by “secret ballot” and they can discuss the strengths and weaknesses of each group’s ideas and supporting details.  Remind them that their comments should be based on what ideas make the most convincing argument and not on which presentation they personally liked the best.

	Dear Mrs. Smith,


	Can we get a fish for a class pet?  They don’t make any noise so they’re very quiet.  They also don’t make a big mess either.  Also they’re very easy to feed to.  They’re also very funny to, the way they breathe and bubbles come up from there mouth.


	Or hows about a turtle.  They don’t make much noise.  They eat carrots, cellry, lettuce, and other vegetables some of them even eat plants.  They also proably need a rock in the tank surronded by water.


	Or how about an eguana.  All they need is a light, food, and water.  They don’t make any noises.  They’re really cool to they can change colors.  You can also pick them up and put them on your shoulder and they may or may not move.  So can we please get one of these three pets.


	Your student
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