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Annotations for Persuasive Paper 1
Rater’s Response

	Line #
	Commentary

	1, 2
	The writer somewhat addresses the reader’s concerns with the phrase “I know what you are thinking.” This can be pointed out as an example, but students should not use this type of phrase to excess.

	3 – 14
	These sentences describe gerbils and specifically tell about Emily, the writer’s gerbil.  While the detailed description is commendable, the writer does not use the details to complete the assigned task which is “to persuade.”

	16, 17
	These sentences state reasons the teacher should get a gerbil, but they have no elaboration.


Teaching Tips:
1.  Use this paper to discuss how to identify major supporting ideas and ways to support those ideas.  Ask students to listen as the paper is read aloud and to be ready to state the major supporting ideas given by the writer.  List these ideas on the board.  Ask students to review lines 3 – 14.  Lead them to discuss how these sentences “describe” and even lead to a narrative or story.  Then, ask them to decide which details in lines 3 – 14 they would like to keep to create another supporting idea which is that gerbils are entertaining. List those details on the board.
2. When students have finished identifying the details which belong to the paragraph on “gerbils are entertaining,” ask them to brainstorm how they could support the other 3 ideas given in the last two lines of the letter (16, 17).  Create a chart or a foldable jot list for them to list details for all 4 major supporting ideas.  A sample is given on page 3.  After students brainstorm and create the chart, have them write one paragraph for one of the ideas.  They can do this individually, in pairs, or with a small group.  If all paragraphs are assigned, the class could rewrite and display an improved paper.

Sample Chart for “gerbil” paper:

	Gerbils are entertaining.


	Gerbils can help you teach.

	Gerbils are healthy.


	Gerbils are clean.


	Dear Mrs. Smith,


I was wondering if we could get a class pet.  Wait.  I know what you are thinking NO but I think a geribal would be good for the class.  The geribal is sweet its hair is brown withn spot on her back.  She loves to play with me.  she is like a dog.





I got her at my house my dogs like her.  John loves to play with her we play hide and-go-seek she cheats sometimes  I let her run around my house and my room every once in a while  she goes swimming with she takes a bath in the sink she is real clean.





I got a cag for her to, she has a little jacuzzi tub in it, but you can’t her it unless you are right next to it she has a playground, a pool, and a bed and cloes.  Her name is Emily.





She can help you teach.  She has good health to.  She cleans up after her self.  Please will your late us have her please.





								Senserle,





ps.  come see her





pss.  write me back
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