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Annotations for Informational Paper 5
Rater’s Response
	Line #
	Commentary

	1 – 3

(introductory paragraph)
	The writer uses questions and provides some suspense in the first two sentences to engage the reader.  The paper clearly establishes the focus, 
St. Augustine, in the first paragraph.

	4 – 22
	The body paragraphs are organized around three major points: “Ripley’s Believe It or Not,” water activities, and shopping. Elaboration is included, but some details are not clearly described or sound “awkward” (spinning tunnels, make your own wax hand station) Repetition of words such as “cute, well, so, and weird” detracts from the overall excellent use of specific details.

	23 - 25
	The final paragraph begins with what appears to be a conclusion, but the writer clearly intended to write more. So, the reader is left without a sense of completeness.


Teaching Tips:
This is a good paper for the students to “rate.”  Review the Georgia 5th grade writing rubric with them and discuss significant key words in each domain. Clarify any questions they may have about what the rubric says the writer should do within each domain.  Divide into groups of four. Assign each group member one of the “domain role cards” copied and cut out from the sample on the next page.  This can be done by the group, by the teacher, or at random by drawing one of the domain cards. Give each participant a stack of number cards. (These could be copied and laminated for future use.  They can be placed in envelopes or placed on inexpensive key rings.)  Students should then read the paper together aloud and again silently.  Each member must assign a score of 1 – 5 to the paper and be prepared to defend their answer.  After all groups have scored the paper, have them compare their scores with the other group scores in the room to arrive at consensus for each domain. 
This paper has not been scored by state raters, but a possible scoring of the paper might be:

Ideas – 4

Organization – 3

Style – 2

Conventions – 3

The domain scoring group materials could be used with other state sample papers from the state writing guide, with other sample papers from the RESA samples or with careful planning and pre-teaching about appropriate criticism, with classroom assignments.  The teacher can also use examples of similar papers from previous years, or save good writing examples to use next year.
Domain Cards
	Ideas


	Organization


	Style


	Conventions



Number Cards

	1
	4

	2
	5

	3
	


	Do you like sunshine?   Do you like to do fun things?  Well if you do, you should go to St. Augustine, Flordia.  It has the best shops, restaurants, rentals, and more.  So let me tell you about it.


	In St. Augustine, there’s a fun place called “Ripley’s Believe It Or Not.”  It has pictures and stories about places that are weird, people who are weird, and people who do crazy things.  It also has a mini arcade, spinning tunnels, make your own wax hand station, and a gift shop.  So if you’re in St. Augustine, stop by Ripley’s Believe It Or Not.


	In the beginning I told you about sunshine. If you go to the beach, you’ll get a lot of that, and if you get too hot, the water is always cool.  There are also fun water activities like water skiing, rafts and boats.  If you don’t like saltwater, that’s fine. There’s always a pool near by.


	I’m a girl so I love to shop so sue me but, you’re probably going to read this anyways.  St. Augustine has some of the cutest shops that have Vera Bradley, crocs, croc sandals, reefs, and many more of the hottest styles.  There are also really cute clothes shops downtown.  So if you’re in St. Augustine and don’t know where downtown is, get a map.


	Also, downtown there are the best restaurants, cafés, and ice cream parlors.  I love one ice cream parlor that’s downtown that pretty much has every ice cream ever made and they taste all so good, but if you’re an adult and you love coffee you should go to St Augustine.


	So you’er thinking, “Wow this place is awesome but, St. Augustine is so big, and I don’t want to drive my van all over St. Augustine.  No problem th
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