1.
5.

10.

15.

20.

25.

30.

Annotations for Informational Paper 2
Rater’s Response
	Line #
	Commentary

	1 – 5

(introductory paragraph)
	The writer clearly identifies the topic, China, in the first sentence. However, the first paragraph becomes a random list of details rather than an introduction which will reveal the writer’s response to a prompt asking him to describe and explain what makes the place interesting.

	6 – 11

(second paragraph)
	The second paragraph includes many details about Chinese food and the writer implies that these foods are interesting because the reader won’t get tired of trying all of the different foods.  Unfortunately, the run-on sentences and sentence fragments make the paragraph difficult to read.

	12 – 18

(third paragraph)
	This paragraph lists things about China that make it unique: beliefs, Christianity, dances, “panda poop,” and killing wildlife.  The writer needs to organize these details, add more elaboration and create transitions so that the reader can clearly follow this list of unique things about China.

	Entire Paper
	The paper concludes with the sentence “I love to learn about his culture the unique things on it So I hope you will too.”  The writer needs to expand the conclusion and restate his major points in another way.  Using “so I hope you will too” makes the ending weak.


Teaching Tips:
This paper could be used to teach several ways to improve writing.  The writer could best improve his writing score if he would clarify the focus of his paper by organizing and then elaborating on the many details he gives. In fact, the paper is another example of a “list” paper.  This time, the topic is clear, but the detailed lists make the controlling idea “blurry.”  

Have someone re-read paragraph 2, lines 6 – 11.  After they read the paragraph, have them make a list of the Chinese foods the writer describes.  Ask them to think about how the writer could re-group and re-write the paragraph to clearly state the details in a logical order. Then, model and re-write the paragraph based on their suggestions, or ask them to work with a partner or small group to re-write the paragraph. Also, ask them to make corrections in spelling and sentence formation.  

Alternate Activities:

1) Use the third paragraph, lines 12 – 18, in the same way.

2)  Give students suggestions for ways to write a conclusion. (See list below.) Ask them to write a conclusion for this paper.

Suggestions for writing conclusions from Ruth Culham’s  6+1 Traits of Writing (pp. 97 – 99):

A Profound Thought – based on common knowledge and taken to a new level



Example:

“Miss Honey was still hugging the tiny girl in her arms and neither of them said a word as they stood there watching the big black car tearing round the corner at the end of the road and disappearing forever into the distance.”


-Roald Dahl, Matilda
A Surprise – carefully planned and built in toward the body



Example:

“Once again the tarot cards lay before him.  Once again the bells ring twelve times.  At the stroke of midnight, he flipped over the first card.  It was






THE SERVANT.



Smiling broadly, Fabrizio turned the next card….”


-Avi, Midnight Magic

A Quote – to reinforce key points made in the text



Example:

“Very softly, she half sang, half hummed a song that her grandmother used to sing…

If only, if only, the moon speaks no reply;

Reflecting the sun and all that’s gone by.

Be strong my weary wolf, turn around boldly,

Fly high, my baby bird,

My angel, my only.”




-Louis Sachar, Holes
A Tie-Up– taking care of loose ends and answering questions the reader may still have about key points



Example:

“Then I ran ahead to put the plates on the table.”




-Jean Fritz, Homesick:  My Own Story

A Question or Open-Ended Statement – leaving the reader on an uncertain note



Example:

“And soon, they were rolling on again, leaving Treegap behind, and as they went, the tinkling little melody of a music box drifted out on them and was lost at last far down the road.”




-Natalie Babbitt, Tuck Everlasting
A Challenge – to take action



Example:

“Be smarter than I was:  Go talk to Grandma and Grandpa, Mom and Dad and other relatives and friends.  Discover and remember what they have to say about what they learned growing up.  By keeping their stories alive you make them, and yourself immortal.”




-Christopher Paul Curtis, Bud, Not Buddy

A Summary – just in case it’s necessary to make key points one more time



Example:

“And because so many of them were always begging him to tell and tell again the story of his adventures on the peach, he thought it would be nice if one day he sat down and wrote a book.

So he did.

And that is what you have just finished reading.”



-Roald Dahl, James and the Giant Peach
A Literary Device – a metaphor, for example, that has been building throughout the piece



Example:

“This is why, walking across the school campus on this particular December morning, I keep searching the sky.  As if I expected to see, rather like hearts, a lost pair of kites hurrying toward heaven.”




-Truman Capote, “A Christmas Memory”

A Laugh – Why not?  We can use a smile at the end of some pieces.


Example:

“…‘Oh, I will,’ said Harry, and they were surprised at the grin that was spreading all over his face.  ‘They don’t know we’re not allowed to use magic at home.  I’m going to have a lot of fun with Dudley this summer…’”



-J.K. Rowling, Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone
	China has a unique rare culture with beautiful colorful unique gourgeos clothes like kimonos.  They are popular in United States and so are sandals.  China has so much to offer and China also is crowed so limits the amount of girls in a family.  Also China has the indangered species of the panda which is friendly and a giant.  


	China is big so if you get tired you can eat many things like egg rolls a piece of dough with eggs, and chives, peppers, and More after mixed and cooked this is yummy.  Also steak fried rice fried rice, juicy pieces of steak, and onions.  These yummy foods are deliceous so is green tea this tasty Beverage is perfect if sick or tea partys  its erlas are sweet and spicy.  


	China’s culture is rare with beliefs and cristianity of many this place is so unique.  I like the dances they do  this is fun and great to watch also the culture has many other things like they love panda poop  they are against  killing wildlife this unique rare culture.  Is very interesting to me this is fun to study and learn about and also see in movies.  I love to learn about this culture the unique things on it So I hope you will too.
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