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Annotations for Informational Paper 1
Rater’s Response

	Line #
	Commentary

	1 – 5

(introductory paragraph)
	The student clearly identifies the topic he will describe and describes his grandma’s home on St. George Island.

	6 – 23
	The four body paragraphs clearly describe aspects of the writer’s visits to St. George:

1) walking the beach and finding bullets

2) The Plantation

3) Little St. George

4) Pottery at the Art Gallery

	Entire Paper
	While the writer obviously describes and recalls many facts about his grandparents’ house on St. George Island, he fails to conclude the paper.  The lack of a conclusion and the uneven development of the details leave the reader asking questions and feeling that the paper is incomplete.  


Teaching Tips:
This paper is a good example to show 5th graders how a strong rough draft could become an excellent final paper with just a little work.  Use one of the following ideas to look at level of development.

Suggestion #1

1.  Ask students to create a chart by folding a piece of notebook paper (accordion fold) into five sections and creating five columns labeled:

	Pinkamingo 

(1)
	Walking the Beach and 

Finding Bullets (2)
	The

Plantation

(3)
	Little

St. George

(4)
	Pottery

at the Art Gallery

(5)

	
	
	
	
	


2.  Ask students to follow along on their own copy and listen as the paper is read aloud.  After they hear the paper, have them work in groups or as a class to identify the details the author included about each of the ideas listed in the columns above.  Ask them to list ideas one per line so that they can quickly see which parts of the story lack details.  Have them make suggestions about the kinds of details that could be added.  (They don’t have to know specifically about St. George, but they might want to make suggestions based on experiences with being at a beach or at places similar to those named above.)

Suggestion #2

Give students 3 different color highlighters.  After reading the story, ask them to use the highlighters to find sentences that give:

1) the controlling idea (ie. highlight in blue)

2) a major supporting idea (ie. highlight in green)

3) details to support the major supporting idea (ie. highlight in red)

Walk among the students to see if they have correctly identified the controlling idea, major supporting ideas, and the details.  Lead a discussion to help them see what those elements are and to look at how the writer wrote more detail about some of the ideas than others.  

Extension:  Have students write about a place they have visited and ask them to use a planning chart like the one in the example to list details prior to writing.  After they write the paper, ask them to use the same color coding to identify the levels of development in the paper.

The paper can also be used to discuss “sense of completeness” and conclusions.  After students discuss level of development using either of the suggestions above, have them work in pairs or a small group to write a good conclusion for this paper.

	Have you ever been to St. George Island?  It’s 1 hour and 45 minutes from Thomasville.  It is close to Appalachicola.  My grandparents own a beachouse on St. George.  It’s name is Pinkamingo.  My grandma loves pinkflamingoes and I used to not be able to say pinkflamingo.  So I said Pinkamingo.  So she named it that.


	Once when I was walking the beach I saw a rusty orange color in the sand.  So I bent over, picked it up and it was the shape of a bullet!  I ran back to Pinkamingo and I asked Papa (my grandpa) what it was.  He said he knew it was an old bullet.  He also said that it might be from World War II.  The next day I went to the Marine Biology Museum in Appalachicola.  I read on a display that St. George used to be a shooting and bombing practice target during World War II.


	The Plantation takes up about ¼ of the island.  It is privately owned so most of the property costs over 1 million dollars.  The Plantation is supposedly the prettiest part of the island.


	Little St. George is St. George’s little brother.  It is owned by the government.  There used to be a lighthouse there but, it fell in 2005 during a hurricane.  Little St. George has ten times as many seashells as it does on Big St. George.  My dad always takes the family to Little George on Tres Amigoes (the name of our boat).


	During low tide on the bay side of St. George.  I found some old pottery.  At the Art Gallery on Big George the lady there said that Indians made very special pottery on this island.
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