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11th Grade Persuasive 8 with annotations

Raters’ Response

	Line #
	Commentary

	2 (paragraph 1)
	This sentence (#2) is your controlling idea. The sentence can be strengthened by combining it with several introductory sentences that address the writing situation.

	9 – 15
	This paragraph ends with a fragment concerning picket signs.  Add a sentence to bring your argument about student rights back to the issue of school uniforms.  The comparisons and contrasts in the paragraph are good methods for developing ideas, but they need to be explained in more depth.


Teaching Tips:

Use the second paragraph to help students identify the compare/contrast statements used by the writer. Ask students to place the ideas on a “t chart” using the columns “Bill of Rights” and “School Uniforms.”
	Personal Rights in The Bill of Rights
	School Uniforms

	Right to bear arms
	Can’t have minor rights to wear clothes

 we pick ourselves

	Carrying a gun
	Different styles of clothing

	Carrying picket signs at a rally

to show an opinion
	A dress shows the type of fabric 

a person prefers


After students identify these compare/contrast statements, have them rewrite the fragment, “Like a rally. . .” and add a sentence to bring the argument back to student rights in regard to school uniforms. Also, they could add more detail to strengthen the compare/contrast statements.  

If you want to use this essay for further work, consider having students rewrite the introduction to create an engaging beginning. Also, this paper has several fragments, poorly constructed sentences, and mechanical errors. Students could use the paper as an editing practice after they finish the revisions.
Dear Mr. Smith,


	Many educators and public school systems believe and require students to wear school uniforms.  I truly oppose their beliefs.  Every person in the US has the right to “express” themselves.  Have they ever thought how the students felt before making the decision?  As educators they always want the best for each and every student, but have they ever thought of the downsides such as a parents budget.


	Requiring us to wear school uniforms will invade and violate our personal rights give to us by the Bill of Rights.  People have the right to bear arms.  We mere students can’t have our minor rights to wear clothes that we picked for ourselves.  Students wearing different styles of clothes can’t kill or injure anyone like a gun can.  Like a rally with picket signs shows peoples opionion the way we dress is an opinion of fabric.


	Uniforms will truly hinder our parents budget.  Not every family is on the same level for income.  Thinking in short term most parents cannot afford to buy five or six uniforms at one time.  That becomes costly real fast, especially if they have more than one child.  As most teenagers like myself I am not going to wear uniforms on weekends and after school.  That’s like double trouble for parents.  They buy a bulk of uniforms and then have to buy casual attire.  They wouldn’t have this financial problem if we didn’t have uniforms in the first place, so why make the hassle.


	If you ask ten ordinary teenagers if they would agree to school uniforms, 9 out of 10 would say NO!  For one reason were learning to find ourselves, during our teenage cycle.  We would be “jumping the band wagon.” by wearing uniforms.  Will be just like everyone else.  It’s ironic that teachers and administrators always say “be yourself”, how can we if were looking just like everyone else.  That’s like hyprocracy where’s the uniqueness.


	If our school goes along with the choice of students to wear uniforms, this will not only affect school administrators and 





students, it will affect parents, guardians, etc.  This will be a slap in the face to everyone who tried to maintain our civil rights.  Requiring uniforms will turn our school from a democracy to a dictatorship completely.





 Sincerely, 
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