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11th Grade Persuasive 7b with annotations

Raters’ Response

	Line #
	Commentary

	7 - 9

10 – 15

16 – 24

26 - 35
	While the writer does not use inappropriate language, he does make statements that are argumentative rather than convincing.  Consider improving word choice to make the arguments more palatable to the intended audience, the principal.

	10 – 35 (body paragraphs 2, 3, 4)
	The first two body paragraphs (#2 and #3) state the same supporting idea, freedom of expression.  The third body paragraph (#4) addresses a counterargument, distractions. The writer needs to identify several supporting ideas and support them with facts, anecdotes, statistics or examples. Instead, the paper contains one ineffectively elaborated supporting idea.

	
	


Teaching Tips for papers 7a and 7b:

These papers can be used to study audience.  Students need to understand that their word choice and voice influence the reader.  Ask students to read the two papers and identify words in each paper that might anger the reader.  (The first paper has words that might not be acceptable to some adults.  However, the words add to the writer’s ‘authentic’ voice.  The second paper appears to discuss the school dress code using more appropriate words; however, the writer uses statements such as “you are trying to take that away, school is like a prison, listen to boring teachers, it is a crime” which could be considered inflammatory by the intended audience, the principal.) Use the chart given by Dr. Belita Gordon in the 11th Grade Writing Assessment Training to discuss voice. (see next page) Then, ask students to rewrite sentences or paragraphs of one of these papers to improve the word choice and voice and make the paper more convincing.

What Voices Are

	Convincing
	Not Convincing

	· well-informed

“School attire became a concern when weapons concealed in trench coats allowed D.K. and X.X. to go on a shooting rampage at Columbine.  Now many schools including ours, are considering dress codes.”
	· rude

“If you think I’m letting you tell me what to wear you’re crazy.”

	· balanced

“Students and teachers view clothes differently.  You want our clothes to be ordinary but we want our outfits to say “notice me, date me, elect me, admire me.”  Both viewpoints are valid.”
	· threatening

“We will quit coming to school.”



	
	· Bored (no example given)


From Dr. Belita Gordon’s Writing Assessment Workshop SWGA RESA Fall 2006
	Dear Principal,


	The word around school is that you are trying to get the School Board to agree with you on adopting a uniform policy.  I hear the this policy says that ever student are required to wear a uniform.  I don’t think you should adopt that policy.  I’m not saying, I wouldn’t wear a uniform if we had to, all I’m saying is students should been allowed to wear what they feel are comfortable.  Beside I think the only things we really have a say so about is the way we dress, and I want to know why you are trying to take that away.


	In school we as student don’t really have no control over anything.  School is like a prison you can’t do anything without permission.  During school our privlage to talk, chew gum, drink sodas when we want to are put on hold.  We focus to raise our hands to talk, listen to boring teachers.  By allowing us to wear what we want give us back a little of that freedom that is taking away.


	Do you realize that it not about what we wear it about how we wear it.  How we wear our clothes explains or express how we feel.  Taking away that is like take away a freedom that is given to us by the Constitution.  The Constitution is one of the important documents our nation was built on, and in that document it says that all men have the right or freedom to express himself.  This document also give us the freedom of speech, and a kids our clothes in a way speak for us.  So just to let you know it is a crime to take away something that belongs to person.


	I know that the only reason you are trying to adopt this policy, but it’s not true.  The reason for you trying is because some people have come to the conclusion that kid today spend more time studying and trying to find things to say about others instead of  studying and doing their work.  They figure if everyone dress and look the same than kids will focus more on there work.  But that’s not true because no matter what people are still going to find something to say or always going to judge.  Just to let you know some kids don’t really care for school any way.  Some students come just because of the law that says you must come





come to school until you are a specific age.  


	I know you are thinking about the school and a way to improve it, and I think that good.  But I think you should take a second to think about the things that will effect or make a difference that can change the school.  I think you are a good principal and you care about the students so don’t adopt that policy, there is no need.





Sincerely Yours


a student of yours.
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