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11th Grade Persuasive #6 with annotations

Raters’ Response

	Line #
	Commentary

	2 – 6 (paragraph #1)
	Sentences 1 and 3 state the writer’s position but give away that position too quickly.  The other three sentences in the paragraph relate to an argument the writer could use, but that argument is not found elsewhere in the paper.  Consider revising the introduction to build an engaging beginning before stating a position on the issue.

	6 – 24 (paragraph #2, 3, 4)
	The three body paragraphs contain supporting ideas with varying degrees of elaboration:

#2 – The controlling idea about students’ concentration needs to be clearly stated.

#3 – This paragraph builds the supporting idea about money by using specific examples before stating the controlling idea in the last sentence.  This paragraph is much more effective than #2.

#4 – The final body paragraph makes the point that students may not follow directions. While this argument is rarely used in school uniform essays, it is an effective one.  However, the writer should revise the last two sentences to clearly build support.

	25 – 32 (paragraph #5)
	This conclusion directly restates the writer’s arguments and could be revised to sound less formulaic. Also, the first sentence addresses the audience (the principal) but it doesn’t relate why the principal might want students to wear uniforms.  Consider placing an effective counterargument elsewhere in the paper.


Teaching Tips:

1. Have students read this paper to look at the level of development.  Ask them to highlight the supporting ideas in one color and the elaboration for those ideas in another color.  Before you read aloud each of the body paragraphs, ask students to decide which paragraph (#2, 3, or 4) is developed more effectively.  Have them vote on the paragraphs and after the vote, ask them to discuss why they voted as they did. Then, point out the raters’ comments as listed in the chart above (paragraphs #2, 3, and 4). Finally, ask students to choose either paragraph #2 or paragraph #4 to rewrite so that the controlling idea is clearly stated and sufficient elaboration is included.

2. Using the rater’s comments on paragraph #5, have students create a counterargument paragraph to insert earlier in the paper.
	Dear Mr. Smith,


	Wearing uniforms isn’t such a good idea.  The reason for that is because wearing uniforms doest express your individuality.  So I am proud to say that I am against wearing uniforms.  The way a person dresses expresses who they are.  How else are you suppose to show who you are if you can’t do it through your wardrobe.


	Most people think that by wearing uniforms helps students concentrate more.  That is not true.  By wearing the uniforms give the students more to talk about.  Students can’t concentrate by talking.  Maybe in some cases it may help to wear uniforms, but at ABC High School I really don’t think that would work.


	The biggest problem about the uniform situation, is money.  Uniforms can be so expensive and you would have to buy them all at once.  Sometime there might be more than one child in a family which is going to cost even more.  Also you would have to buy other clothes for the days we don’t have school.  Some people are just not able to afford those kinds of things.


	Another reason is that all students don’t follow directions.  Just by telling a student to wear uniforms, that doesn’t mean that he or she will.  You can give them all the punishment that is possible, that doesn’t mean they will follow instructions.  They are going to continue to do the same thing which may cause a big issue.  Thats a way you can prevent your students from always being punished, by forcing them to wear something they don’t feel comfortable in.


	Now Mr. Smith I know that you wouldn’t want people going through all that trouble for wearing uniforms.  First thing it would save people money, which some people don’t have a lot of.  Second it would help the students concentrate instead of feeling uncomfortable.  Last but not least it helps without having misbehaving students who do not want to follow directions.  So as you can see wearing uniforms could starts plenty of problems that may never end.  The point is that we just shouldn’t wear uniforms.


		Sincerely,
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